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political institution. He welcomed Hindus and Mussul-
mans alike, who took up the sword in his cause. He
professedly ignored the distinctions of caste, though
he paid great reverence to Brahmans, and allowed
them to continue to worship Hindu deities. His
followers regard the work of their leader, the Das
Padshali Ki Grantha, as their authority in religious
matters. The Nirmalas are an ascetic, contemplative
class, who live alone, but are frequently found at the
Hindu shrines. The Nagas differ little from the pre-
ceding class, excepting in the fact that they wander
about the country naked.

The Jains. The leading tenets of the Jains, and those
which distinguish them from the main body of the
Hindus, are the following : They deny the divine origin
and infallible authority of the Vedas; they hold that
certain saints have, by a life of purity and self-mortifi-
cation, attained not only to an equality with, but even
superiority over, the deities commonly worshipped by
the Hindus ; and they show excessive regard for all
forms of animal life. It will be noticed that in the first
two articles of their creed they agree with the Buddhists,
though the calendar of saints who have attained to this
exalted position differs in the two great sects. The
disregard which both the Jains and Buddhists manifest
for the Vedas leads to the neglect of the rites they pre-
scribe. The chief reason for this is that the Vedas
sanction animal sacrifices ; and the Homa, or burnt-
offering of ghi, is repugnant to their feelings, because
insects may be burned to death that are crawling on the
ground, or are hidden in the ghi.

The Jains (i.e. the worshippers^of the Jinas) reverence
twenty-four Tirthankaras, or deified mortals of a past
age, twenty-four of the present, and twenty-four who